MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
BETWEEN THE
GOVERNMENT OF CANADA AND GOVERNMENT OF SASKATCHEWAN
ONA
CORONARY ARTERY BYPASS GRAFT
WAIT TIME GUARANTEE

Bom-govamments ghare a common interest in enhanoing timely access to
inaured health cara services within the publicly funded health care system.

Both govarnments recognize that progress is being made to manage and reduce
walt times, and that continued efforts are required to further this progress.

Both governments recognize that moving toward a walt time guaraniee, utflizing
the existing pan-Canadian benclimarks for coronary artery bypass graft (CABG)
surgesry established in December 2008, Is only one part of braader strategies to
provide effective, sfficient publicly funded health care in a timely and appropriate
manner within the publicly funded health care system. Continued work in such
areas as health human resources, health information technology and
development of new éurgical and management inltiatives is Important to further
enhancing access to health services within the publicly funded health care

system.

This Memorandum of Understanding Is limited to addnessing wait times for
coronary artery bypass graft (CABQ) surgery and does ot apply to any other
publicly funded health service or aress.

The Government of Saskatchewan will establish, for all beneficlasies of publicly
funded health cervicss, a wait time guarantes for CABG sungery across
Saskatchewan's regional health authorities (RHAS) within the publicly funded
heatth care system, aa follows: '

o Level | Patients within 2 weeks:
s Level Il Patienta within 8 weeks; and
¢ Love| |l| Patients within 20 weeaks.



A walt time guarantee for CABG surgery has two components:
i. atimeframe that is sat out herein; and

Ui, timely access to CABG sumﬁ across RHAS for beneficlaries who walt
longer than the defined timeframee.

If timely care options are unavallable within the defined timeframes at the
beneficiarias’ usual provincial referral centre, the beneficiary will ba given the
opportunity to receive timely access to CABG surgery at another public heaith
care institution In another RHA within the pravince, or within ancther Canadian
jurisdiction in accordance with procedures set out In provincial legisiation.

The Govemmaent of Saskatchewan will also undertake a pliot project in the area
of recourse for cardiac patients receiving CABG surgery, and other speclalized
cardiac pre sedures as determined by Saskatchewan, involving the use of a
provincial | -athway for cardiac services, including referral guidelines, service
protosols 1.nd conslderation of apecialized transportation requirements.

The Government of Saskatchewan will implement the walt tme guarantes and
}‘forrna!lu the recourse process for CABQG surgery by January 1, 2010, or sooner
poasibla.

Tha Govamment of Canada commits to transferring to the Government of

. Saskatchewan the provinclal share of the $612 milion recently announced in the
Govemment of Canada's 2007 Budget. The Govemment of Saskatchewan's
share of this $612 milillon is estimatad at $24.8 million.

Both governmenta recognize the success of Saskatchewan'e Surgical Care
Network (SSCN) in supporting efforts to manage, report and reduce wait times.
In recognition of the need for continusd suppoit of electronic health record
development, the Govemment of Saskatchewan is algo eligible to benefit from
the new $400M Investment in Canada Health infoway, based aon (nfoway’s
current epproval gmom The Govemmeant of Saskatchswan is also eligible to
benefit from the $30 million pliet project fund to be created by Health Canada.

This Memorandum of Understanding comes into effect upon signature, but it is
understood by both governments that the establishmant of the CABG walt times
guarantee is dependent upon Saskatchewan accessing funding from the
Government of Canada through the Patient Walt Times Guarantce Trust.

The Government of Saskatchewan will evaluate the operation of the walt time
guarantee for CABG surgery in 2012, reative to its parformance against the pan-
Canadlan benchmarks announced for CABG in December 2005.



The Govemment of Canada supports the direction taken by the Govemment of
Saskatchewan. The Govemment of Canada provides support through the 2004
10-Year Plan lo Strengthen Heelth Care and will continue to support walt times
inttiatives, focussing on the development and adoption of compatible electronic
heatth information systems, which will, amongst other benefits, asalst in the
avaluation of the operation of the wait time guarantee for CABQ surgery.

It Is underatood that the Government of Saskatchewan may not be able to meet
the walt time guarantee in the area of CABG surgery as a result of catastrophic
events, and other events that couks have a sarious impact on the functioning of
the health systam such as, but not imited to, pandemics, terrorist activities,
labour disputes, strikes, lockouts, or Interruption or failure of utiiities euch as

or telephone service, Fallowing the resolution of the eitustion, the
Govemment of Saskatohewan will make all necegsary and reasonable sfforts to
maet the wait ime guarantes in the area of CABG surgaty.
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